Pirtssurch Gteelers

Super Bowl XL = Pittsburgh 21, = Seattle 10

February 5, 2006 Ford Field 68,206

DETROIT — Pittsburgh won its fifth Super Bowl title as it cap-
tured a 21-10 victory over the Seattle Seahawks at Ford Field.
The Steelers’ fifth title matched the most in NFL history (S.F.
49ers and Dallas Cowboys).

Backed by a predominantly Pittsburgh crowd, the Steelers
were led by Super Bowl MVP Hines Ward, who finished with
a game-high 123 receiving yards on five catches (24.6 avg))
with one touchdown.

Pittsburgh struggled offensively in the first quarter as it failed
to gain afirstdown, but found itself down only 3-0 after Seattle’s
Josh Brown booted a 47-yard field goal with 22 seconds remain-
ing in the opening period.

The Steelers’ offense came to life briefly on their first drive
of the second quarter, but it was stalled as QB Ben Roethlis-
berger was picked off by the Seahawks’ S Michael Boulware.

Pittsburgh’s defense continued to buckle down and halt
any Seattle chances of extending its lead throughout the
second quarter.

The Steelers finally got on the board late in the half as
Roethlisberger dove into the end zone for a one-yard touch-
down run, giving Pittsburgh a 7-3 halftime lead. It was his
second postseason rushing touchdown and the first-ever by
a Steelers’ quarterback in a Super Bowl.

Pittsburgh stretched its lead to 14-3 on the second play
of the second half as RB Willie Parker darted 75 yards for a
score. The 75-yard run was the longest in Super Bowl history,
surpassing L.A. Raider Marcus Allen’s 74-yard run against
Washington in Super Bowl XVIII.

After a missed field goal by Brown on Seattle’s first drive of
the second half, the Steelers appeared on the verge of break-
ing the game open by driving to the Seahawks’ seven-yard
line on the ensuing drive. However, Roethlisberger threw an
interception at the four-yard line to Kelly Herndon, which he
returned 76 yards to the Pittsburgh 20. Three plays later Se-
attle scored ona 16-yard pass from QB Matt Hasselbeck to TE
Jerramy Stephens to cut the lead to 14-10.

The Seahawks had an opportunity to take the lead early in
the fourth quarter before Hasselbeck was picked off by CB
Ike Taylor at the Steelers’ five-yard line. Taylor finished with a
team-best seven tackles.

Pittsburgh all but sealed the game on a gadget play. WR An-
twaan Randle El took a reverse handoff and threw a 43-yard
strike to Ward, pushing the Pittsburgh lead to 21-10 with 8:56
leftin the game. Randle El's touchdown pass was the first by
awide receiver in Super Bowl history.

The Steelers’ defense clamped down on the final two Se-
attle possessions to post the victory.

Roethlisberger became the youngest starting quarterback
to win a Super Bowl and finished 9-of-21 for 123 yards. Parker
finished with a team-high 93 yards on 10 carties, while RB Je-
rome Bettis added 43 yards on 14 rushes.

Pittsburgh’s defense racked up three sacks.

1 2 3 4 F
Seahawks (15-4) 3 0 ? 0 10
STEELERS (15-5) 0 ’ ? ’ 21
TEAM 0 TIME PLAY SCORE
SEA 1 0:22 Brown 47 FG 0-3
PIT 2 1:55 Roethlisberger 1 run (Reed kick) 73
PIT 3 1438 Parker 75 run (Reed kick) : 14-3
SEA 3 6:45 Stevens 16 pass from Hasselbeck (Brown kick) 3-20; 0:53 14-10
PIT 4 8:56 Ward 43 pass from Randle El (Reed kick) 4-56; 1:50 21-10

Seahawks Steelers RUSHING: Sea. — Alexander 20-95; Hasselbeck 3-35; Strong 2-7.

1stDowns 20 (5-15-0) 14 (6-8-0) Pit. — Parker 10-93, 1 TD; Bettis 14-43; Roethlisberger
3rd Downs 5-17 (29%) 8-15 (53%) ?7-25,1TD; Ward 1-18; Haynes 1-2.
4th Downs 1-2 (50%) 0-0(0%)  PASSING: Sea. — Hasselbeck 49-26-1, 273, 1 TD. Pit. — Roethlis-
Total Net Yards 396 339 berger 21-9-2, 123, 0 TDs; Randle El 1-1-0, 43, 1 TD.
Plays-Avg. 77-5.1 56-6.1  RECEIVING: Sea. — Engram 6-70; Jurevicius 5-93; Jackson 5-50;
Rushing Yards 137 181 Stevens 3-25, 1TD; Strong 2-15; Hannam 2-12; Alex-
Rush Att.-Avg. 25-55 33-55 ander 2-2; Morris 1-6. Pit. — Ward 5-123, 1 TD; Randle
Passing Yards 259 158 E1 3-22; Wilson 1-20; Parker 1-1.
Sacks 1-8 314
Att.-Comp.-Int. 49-26-1 22-10-2
Punts-Avg. 6-50.2 6-48.7
Penalties 7-70 3-20
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Time of Poss. 33:02 26:58
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