
Game Summary

r
ec
o
rd
S

2
0

0
?
in
r
e v
i e
w

2
00

8
P
la
y e
r
S

FO
OT

B A
LL

St
a
ff

M
ed
ia

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

ST
EE

LE
RS

H
iS
to
ry

P I T TS bURG H

Super Bowl XXX dallas 27, Pittsburgh 17
January 28, 1996 ?6,34?

TEMPE, Ariz.— After producing 10 lopsided outcomes
in its last 12 editions, the Super Bowl was due for some
drama. Pittsburgh was up to the task and made a game
of it, but the game turned on two interceptions bj the
game’s Most Valuable Plajer, Oallas cornerback Larrj
Brown as the Steelers fell to the Cowbojs, 2?-1?.

The first of Brown’s interceptions came midwaj
through the third quarter. No Steelers receiver was
within 10 jards when Brown accepted Neil O’Oonnell’s
misfired pass at the Cowbojs’ 38 and returned it 44
jards to the Steelers’ 18. Troj Aikman’s pass to Mi-
chael Irvin took Oallas to the one, and Emmitt Smith
scored to give the Cowbojs a 20-? lead.

The Steelers made it 20-10 with Norm Johnson’s 46-
jard field goal, and then recovered an onside kick. Thej
reduced the gap to 20-1? when Bam Morris scored from
the one with 6:36 to plaj. With 4:15 left, Pittsburgh had
the ball again at its 32 after forcing Oallas to punt.

Two plajs later, Brown intercepted O’Oonnell at the
Steelers’ 39 and returned it to the six. Smith scored
from the four jard-line two plajs later, and the Cow-
bojs had locked up their record-tjing fifth Super Bowl.
The Steelers never led, and Oallas scored on its
first three possessions— a three-jard pass from
Aikman to tight end Jaj Novacek and two field goals
bj Chris Boniol—for a 13-0 lead. Shortlj before
halftime, the Steelers made it 13-? when O’Oonnell
threw a six-jard touchdown pass to Yancej Thigpen.

The statistical ironj of the daj was that  O’Oonnell en-
tered the game as the NFL’s career leader in fewest in-
terceptions per pass attempt. On the game’s final plaj,
he was intercepted for the third time.

1 2 3 4 F
Cowboys 10 3 7 7 27
STEELERS 0 7 0 1 17
TEAM 0 TIME PLAY DRIVE SCORE
OAL 1 12:05 Bonial 42 FG 7-47,2:55 0-3
DAL 1 5:03 Novacek 3 pass from Aikman (Bonial kick) 8-75;4:35        0-10
OAL 2   6:03 Bonail 35 FG 11-62;8:44 0-13
PIT 2   0:13 Thigpen 6 pass from O´Donnell 13-54;3:39 7-13
DAL 3 6:42 Smith 1 run (Bonial kick) 2-18;0:36 7-20
PIT 4   11:20 Johnson 46 FG                   11-52;4:13 10-20
PIT 4 6:36 Morris 1 run (Johnson kick) 9-52;4:44 17-20
OAL 4 5:43 Smith 4 run (Bonial kick)                      2-6;0:18 17-27

Team Statistics individual Statistics
Cowboys Steelers

First Downs 15 (5-10-0) 25 (9-15-1)
Third Downs 2-10 (20%) 9-19(47%)
Total Net Yards 254 310
Plays-Avg 50-5.1 84-3.7
Rushing Yards   56       103
Att.-Avg 25-2-2  31-3-3
Passing Yards     198     207
Pass.-Att.-Comp.                                   23-15-0 49-28-3
Punts-Avg.                                       5-38.2                4-44.8
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0
Penalties-Yds. 5-25 2-15

RUSHING: Dal. – Smith 18-49, 2 TO; Johnston 2-8; Williams 1-2;
Aikman 4-(-3). Pit. – Morris 19-?3, 1 TO; Pegram 6-15;
Stewart 4-15; O’Oonnell 1-0; Williams 1-0.

PASSING: Dal. – Aikman 23-15-0, 209, 1 TO. Pit. – O’Oonnell
49-28-3, 239, 1 TO.

RECEIVING: Dal.– Irvin5-?6; Novacek5-50; Williams2-29; Sanders
1-4?; Johnston 1-4; Smith 1-3. Pit. – Hastings 10-98;
Mills 8-?8; Thigpen 3-19, 1 TO; Morris 3-18; Hollidaj
2-19; Williams 2-?.
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