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Super Bowl X = Pittsburgh 21, Y Dallas 1?
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MIAMI — What were, at the time, the two most popular teams
in the NFL met in Super Bowl X, and the contrast between
their styles was as great as the hue of their jerseys.

The glitzy, white-clad Dallas Cowboys—"America’s
Team”—combined a high-tech offense and a state-of-the-
art Flex Defense to put on a dazzling show each Sunday.
They were easy to like, and for once, they even had some-
thing of an underdog aura, having reached the Super Bowl
as a Wild Card team. The black-clad Pittsburgh Steelers, out
to defend their Super Bowl victory of the year before, lived
by a Steel-hard defense occasionally spelled by a grind-it-
out running attack that would have been at home in the NFL
of the 1930s.

The Cowboys struck first when Roger Staubach zeroed in
on Drew Pearson for a 29-yard touchdown pass.

Before the end of the quarter, Pittsburgh evened the score
on a seven-yard pass from Terry Bradshaw to tight end Randy
Grossman. Setting up the score was a 32-yard pass to Lynn
Swann, whose health was questionable because of a concus-
sion he had suffered in the AFC Championship Game. Swann
outleaped a Dallas defender, then magically kept both feet
inside the sideline to make his catch.

Dallas reclaimed the lead at 10-7 only 15 seconds into the
second quarter when Toni Fritsch booted a 36-yard field goal.

Later, Pittsburgh’s Roy Gerela, playing at less than 100 per-
cent because of a cracked rib he suffered making a tackle on
the opening kickoff, shanked a field-goal try and Dallas went to
the locker room with a 10-7 lead.

Defense continued to dominate in the scoreless third quar-
ter. Pittsburgh sacked Staubach seven times during the game
and forced him to scramble on numerous occasions. Moreover,
they pressured him into an uncharacteristic 3 interceptions.

Once of the interceptions set up another field-goal try by Ge-
rela, buthe pulled itleft from 33 yards. Dallas safety Cliff Harris
mockingly patted him on the helmet, only to be unceremoni-
ously dumped on his hip pads by irate Pittsburgh linebacker
Jack Lambert. The inspired Steelers dominated after that.

In the fourth quarter, Steelers reserve fullback Reggie Harrison
blocked Mitch Hoopes's punt. The ball rolled through the end zone
fora safety to cutthe Cowboys’lead to 10-9. Gerela, who'd donned
a corset to protect his ribs, regained his kicking touch with field
goals of 36 and 18 yards to put the Steelers in front 15-10.

With 3:02 left in the game, Bradshaw lofted a long pass to
game MVP Swann, who caught the ball at the five and took
it over the goal line to complete a 64-yard lightning strike.
Swann finished the day with 161 yards on four catches, a
40.3 average-per-catch. Gerela missed the extra point.

It took Staubach only 1:14 to get the touchdown back, com-
pleting a drive with a 34-yard bulls-eye to Percy Howard—the
only pass Howard caught during his entire career.

Terry Hanratty replaced Bradshaw, still woozy from the hit
suffered after his touchdown pass to Swann, but the Steelers
were stalled on a fourth-and-9 at the Dallas 41 with almost a
minute and a half to go. Coach Noll feared a blocked kick and
called fora Rocky Bleier run that gained only 2 yards. Noll was
gambling that his defense could stop the Cowboys.

Trailing only 21-17, Staubach had the ball back with more
time than he usually needed to negotiate 61 yards. The
Cowboys reached Pittsburgh’s 38. With five seconds left,
Staubach launched his final pass into the end zone. Steel-
ers Mike Wagner batted the ball, which was caught by the
Steelers, Glen Edwards and the Steelers had their second
consecutive Super Bowl victory.

1 2 3 4 F
Cowboys ? 3 0 I4 1?7
STEELERS 14 0 0 14 21
TEAM  Q  TIME  PLAY DRIVE SCORE
DAL 1  10:24 D. Pearson 29 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick) 1-24;0:08 0-7
PIT 1 5:57 Grossman 7 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick) 8-67;4:16 ?-?
DAL 2 14:45 Fritsch 36 FG 11-46;6:01 7-10
PIT 4 1128 Safety, Harrison blocks kick —— 9-10
PIT 4 8:41 Gerela 36 FG 7-25;2:36 12-10
PIT 4 6:37 Gerela 18 FG 4-6;1:45 15-10
PIT 4 3:06 Swann 64 pass from Bradshaw (kick failed) 3-70;1:23 21-10
DAL 4 1:48 Howard 34 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick) 5-80;1:06 2117

Team Statistics

Cowboys Steelers
First Downs 14 (6-8-0) 13 (7-6-0)
Third Downs 4-15 (27%) 8-21 (38%)
Total Net Yards 270 339
Plays-Avg. 62-4.4 67-5.1
Rushing Yards 108 149
Att.-Avg. 31-35 46-3.2
Passing Yards 162 209
Pass.-Att.-Comp. 24-15-3 19-9-0
Punts-Avg. ?-35 4-39.8
Fumbles-Lost 4-0 4-0
Penalties-Yds. 2-20 0-0

Individual Statistics

RUSHING: Dal. - Newhouse 16-56; Staubach 5-22; Dennison
5-16; Pearson 5-14. Pit. - Harris 27-82; Bleier 15-51;
Bradshaw 4-16.

PASSING: Dal. - Staubach 24-15-3 204, 2 TD. Pit. - Bradshaw
19-9-0209, 2 TD.

RECEIVING: Dal. - P. Pearson 5-53; Young 3-31, 1 TD; D. Pearson

2-59, 1TD; Newhouse 2-12; Howard 1-34, 1 TD; Fugett
1-9; Dennison 1-6. Pit. - Swann 4-161, 1 TD; Stallworth
2-8; Harris 1-26; Grossman 1-7, 1 TD; Brown 1-7.
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